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U.S. Assailed on Treatment of Preacher 
From Britain
By BENJAMIN WEISER
Lawyers for a disabled Islamic preacher, who has been jailed in Manhattan since his extradition 
from Britain in October, said on Friday that prison officials had not yet accommodated his 
many medical, hygienic and physical needs, including new prosthetic devices for his arms. 

The preacher, Mostafa Kamel Mostafa, 54, who faces federal terrorism charges, has long worn 
hooks as prosthetic devices; he lost the lower portions of both arms in explosions years ago. 

The hooks are routinely removed from Mr. Mostafa when he is taken from his cell or goes to 
court. He was to be fitted with new devices six weeks ago, but that has not occurred, one of his 
lawyers, Lindsay A. Lewis, told a judge in Federal District Court in Manhattan. 

“We’re not looking for special treatment here for Mr. Mostafa,” Ms. Lewis said. 

She said the lawyers wanted him to have the same quality of life and care, access to counsel and
ability to prepare for trial “afforded all of the other pretrial detainees.”

She added that during the extradition process, promises were made that Mr. Mostafa would be 
provided with care at the “same level” that he received in Britain. 

“To this point, that has not been the case,” Ms. Lewis said. 

The judge, Katherine B. Forrest, said she had been unaware that the prosthetics issue had not 
been resolved and added, “We will look into that.” 

She noted that the Metropolitan Correctional Center, where Mr. Mostafa is being held, had 
procedures for dealing with disabled prisoners. 

“Nevertheless, I want to make sure that he is not treated differently than other individuals,” she 
said.

Mr. Mostafa, who is also known as Abu Hamza al-Masri, has pleaded not guilty to charges of 
conspiring in a 1998 kidnapping of tourists in Yemen and an effort to set up a terrorist training 
camp in Oregon. 
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Traci L. Billingsley, a spokeswoman for the Bureau of Prisons, said Friday that the agency 
“makes every reasonable accommodation that is consistent with safety and security.” 

“While the process of acquiring new prosthetics in this case continues,” she said, “any such 
acquisition requires various steps and processes to move the purchase forward.” 

She said Mr. Mostafa was allowed to continue to use the devices he had brought with him.
Prosecutors had no comment. 

Mr. Mostafa’s lawyers said after the proceeding that he lacked access to a shower, sink or toilet
designed for handicapped people. 

“He’s having a very hard time,” said another lawyer, Jeremy Schneider.
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